NOTES AND NEWS
(MPA, i.e., sequential plotting of size-frequency samples: for details see Gayanilo et al., 1989) , to describe the population dynamics of the two species analysed. We also compared their growth rates in order to pin-point possible differences effectuated by environmental parameters.
We collected 265 individuals (103 females and 162 males) of P. fluviatile fluviatile in the Regional Reserve Monterano (Rome) in the summer of 2004 and analysed 300 individuals (143 females and 157 males) of P. potamios palaestinensis collected earlier from the Dead Sea area by Gherardi & Micheli (1989) . The carapace length (CL) of each crab was measured using an eyepiece micrometer in order to generate polymodal frequency distributions. These were analysed by the Bhattacharya (1967) method, a routine of the FiSAT (FAO-ICLARM Stock Assessment Tools) computer program (Gayanilo et al., 1996) . This method can decompose size-frequency distributions (here obtained using 2 mm CL range classes, fig. 1 ) into normal components, the latter being identified as cohorts. The program provides means (ME), standard deviations (SD), numbers of individuals per size class (N), and regression lines (and the respective R 2 ) for each Gaussian component. At the end of the separation process, the program also provides χ 2 -test values.
The results obtained with the Bhattacharya method have been used to evaluate growth rate by a nonlinear regression analysis according to the Von Bertalanffy (1938) formula: CL(t) = CL ∞ {1 − exp[−k(t − t 0 )]}, where CL(t) is the carapace length at age t, CL ∞ the asymptotic carapace length, k the curvature parameter, and t 0 the initial condition parameter. Once the growth parameters were obtained, other population properties were evaluated, such as the growth performance index computed by applying the following equation: Ø = Log k + 2 Log CL ∞ , and the expected longevity computed by the equation: t max = 3/k (cf. Gayanilo & Pauly, 1997) .
The two species significantly differed for their population structure (after the χ 2 -test, P was always <0.05) (table I) . Specifically, we obtained 5 age classes in P. fluviatile fluviatile (from 0+ to 4+) and 4 in P. potamios palaestinensis (from 1+ to 4+). In the latter species we did not observe the 0+ class due to the low number of small individuals. In both species, the two sexes shared the same number of age classes. We always observed a separation index 2 between each pair of adjacent classes. In particular, SI 2 denotes that two adjacent Gaussian components can be separated (Hasselblad, 1966; McNew & Summerfelt, 1978; Clark, 1981) . Mean size values obtained from the program allowed us to compute the following Von Bertalanffy parameters: (1) k = 0.32, CL ∞ = 44.70, Ø = 2.81, t max = 9.40 for P. f. fluviatile females; (2) k = 0.32, CL ∞ = 47.40, Ø = 2.86, t max = 9.40 for P. f. fluviatile males; (3) k = 0.62, CL ∞ = 48.42, Ø = 3.16, t max = 4.84 for P. p.
